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courtesan, Anne Boleyn?; "she hath Intruded the very refuse of
the worst sort of mortal men, infamous, amorous apostates and
heretics, to all the spiritual dignities'; 'she hath exalted one
special extortioner - Leicester - whom she took up first of a
traitor and worse than naught, only to serve her filthy lust...;
with the aforesaid person and divers others she hath abused her
body ... by unspeakable and incredible variety of lust, which
modesty suffereth not to be remembered, neither were it to
chaste ears to be uttered how shamefully she hath defiled and
infamed her person and country, and made her Court as a trap,
by this damnable and detestable art, to intangle in sin and over-
throw the young sort of nobility and gentlemen of the land,
whereby she is become notorious to the world, and in other
countries a common fable for this her turpitude.'

The first news which the Continent received of the fight,
gathered and broadcast by Mendoza, now Spanish ambassador
at Paris, told of a Spanish victory: Drake had been defeated and
fifteen of his ships, including the flagship, sunk. Great was the
rejoicing in Spain. People in their richest attire careered through
the streets on horseback, crying out that the great dog Francis
Drake was a prisoner in chains and fetters; at night they made
bonfires and amused themselves reviling Elizabeth. In Rome
the Spanish ambassador informed the Pope of the victory, but
Sixtus was sceptical: two reports, he pointed out, when from
the same source are not confirmatory. A few days later, while
the truth was still unknown, he broke into eulogy of Elizabeth
and Drake: 'Have you heard how Drake with his fleet has
offered battle to the Armada?3 he asked. 'With what courage!
Do you think he showed any fear? He is a great captain/ And he
went on to recount his various exploits.

When the first inklings of the truth reached Philip, he faced
his disappointment with devout resignation.' In God's actions/
he said,ereputation is neither lost nor gained: it is best not to
talk of it/ Further false reports from Paris raised his spirits
again, only to be dashed by Parma's dispatches. And at last
came the shattered remnant of the Armada itself to tell of dis-
aster beyond all expectation. Philip said nothing. He shut him-